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DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN TURKMEN SR

Turkmenskaya Iskra
Ashkhabad, 18 Oct 1953

[The following presents information from a summary of the report
. by 5. Babayev, Secretary, Central Committee of the Communist Party
Turkmen BER, to the Eighth Plenum of the committee, in session on
1G-11 O=tober 1593, pursuant to the decree of the Seplemiar 1953
Plenum of the Central Committec of the CPSU "On Mer:ures tor the Fur-
ther Development of Agriculture in the USSR."

While Lhere have Leen successes in the deve.opmernt of azricuinure in the
reputlic during the postwar roirs, all the shortcomin s pointei ou', at the Sep-
sember Plenum of tne Centro! Committee of the CPGU ap,dy Lo the repuulic.  The
Central Committee of the Coumunist Purty of Turkmenistan. the Conneii of Minis-
ters Turkmen S3R. »nd norty, state, and agrieultural organs of the reputlic
sti11l occupy themeelv.:w too little with agricultursl problems.

Juccesces In the development of wotton growini, the principal bw:nch of
asriculture in the republic, bave tesn considerable. Ouring the po* v ears,
tha arra suwn Lo cotton In the republic has increased 30 perceni and the faid
has risen bl percent, with a twoiold production incrersze.

Ho.:ver, seme rayons (Takhta-Bazarskiy, Farabskiy, Kaganovichskiy, Andre-
yevsiiy, leninskiy, Tel'manskiy, and Kunya-Urgenchskiy} bsve not yet fulfilled
their stnte-assigned tasks for the development of cotion growins. ‘There are
5£111 many lagping, low-yield kolkhozes.

Szeretary Khrushohev's indictment of serious lagring in the cotton growing
in Tashousckaya Oblast should cause the party orsoniz-tien of thet olLi-st to
remedy *he situation.

The prinzipal reason for serious shortcominzs in the developmert -~ cotton
growing is uasatiulactory jerformence of agrotecnnigue: in growins *n: crop such
as failuece to plov winter fallow, iate sowing, inadequete cultivation, improper
irrigetion during the groving period, late supplemento: fertilizntiosm, lneffec.
tive combating of pests ard direases, and insufficient cppiication o organic
fertiliver: tm “he Ticlds.

The increas-» in the #ross cotton hervest vl  raed for 199h-17 is to Le
raalized throng: yieldl and soun-area increases and an rlmost twoinld increase
in lubor proluctivity.

A serious basic planning error on the part of ot wst and ra.yon party, stute,
and agriculturti orxans is the manner in which sown reas for :otton and cother
crogps are assirn o royons and kxolkhozes. In most coyons, the practice jo
well establishel to assizn cmaller sown ares ploars to high-yield kolkhozeu and
larger area plans to low-yield kolkhozes. The rewult s {lut the lnbor force
or la.-zield kolitose. bewrs an entrcordinirily heev: owd and =awnol cope with
the agratecunijues of srowing the crops. Thne, in 1752, 2 group olj kolkhozes )
with yilelds of up to 10 auintals yer heclare cirvicd o load of 2.45 hectares of
soun araa, inclnding 1.5 hectures of cotfon, per wble-bodied worker; kolkhozes
with yields in uicess of 29 auintals per hectare had o loud of only 1.52 hec-
tares of tot.l sown aren, including 1.0 hectare of cotton, per able-bodied

wvorker.
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Shortcomings pointed out at the September Plcnum of the Central Committee
of the CPSU in the animnl-husbandry division of agriculture also apply in the
republic,

Although the number of collectivized livestock has been increasing, yields
have been low; milk Yields have been intolerably low.

The rate of animal reproduction has also been unsatisfactory; the breeding
cf cattle for milk production is the most backward branch of animal husbandry,
especially in Tasheuzskaya ang Chardzhouskaye oblasts. Plans for breeding cows

. . remain unfulfilled and the relative proportion of cows to other cattle is low,
which further results in a decreased animu] birth rate.

Milk vields, which have been unsutisfactory in the republic for a number
of years, have averaged 350 liters crf milk per loraging cow; in Tashauzskaya
Oblast, an average of only 185 liters wos obtzined, while the plan called for
700 1iters. 1In some regions, cows glve no more milk than goats.

Inadequate feeding o cows end a poor fudder base are the reasons for
the present status of animal husbandry. Fulder procurement based on volune
results in the accumulation of coarse and low-nutritive fodder; meanwhlle

s the plan for the procurement of alfalfs is fulfilled only 60-65 percent.
High milk yields are impossible without succulent fodder. In order to in-
crease milk production, the proportion of cows chould be raised to 40 cows
per 100 head of cattle.

The construction of suitable animal shelters and the additional mechs-
nization of labor-consuming operations zre necessary for the further develop~
ment of animal husbandry.

Sheep raising is important to the economy of the Turkmen SSR. The number
of sheep in kolkhozes cf the republic more than doubled during the last 12
years. Many rayons surpass their quotas and the republic boasts of hundreds
of speclalists in -ollectivired sheep raising, yet serious shortcomings per-
sist. There is still considerable barrenness among sheep and goats, und the
number of females in such herds is 81111 low.

Meny kolkhozes are negligent in developing sheep raising, especially in
Tashauzskaya Oblast, where every index is lower than the republic average.

Serious inadequacies exist in the care and feeding of sheep. Inadequate
construction of shelters for sheep tnd insufficiet mechanization of labor-
. consuming operations are obstacles to sheep breeding.

Production of vegetables, potatoes, and cucurbit crops in very unsatis-
factory in the republic. Sowlng plens are not fuifilled and yields are low.
Production of grain anu oleaginous crops and the state of horticulture and
viticulture are also very unsatisfactory.

Water resources are important for further development of agriculture in
the republic, but in recent years water-rescurce-development and land-improve-
ment plans have not been fulfilled.
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rs 1:03:02::§§::d sYuuid returning agricultural speclolists to kolithozes and
Procurcaont mer f4 ngw Y. In the system of the Ministry of Agriculture and
these. omre T men GER, there are 968 agronomists and zootechniciaps., of

» only 324 gerve in kolkhozes; the rest work in the upperotuses of égri-

cultural organs, from the ra
vo to the miniséry itself,r yon adminis§rations of agriculturc npd nrorurenent

= n B -

STAT

i
2

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700180203-5




